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Ceylon Broadcasting Corporation Act, No. 37 of 1966

| 1. D.—O. 40/66.

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
A CORPORATION KNOWN AS THE CEYLON
BROADCASTING CORPORATION FOR THE PURPOSE
OF CARRYING ON THE SERVICE OF BROADCASTING
IN CEYLON AND FOR DEVELOPING, EXTENDING
AND IMPROVING THAT SERVICE ; FOR THE ISSUE '
OF LICENCES BY THE MINISTER TO OTHER
PERSONS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF PRIVATE
BROADCASTING STATIONS WHERE IT IS NECESSARY
SO TO DO ; AND FOR MATTERS CONNECTED °
THEREWITH OR INCIDENTAL THERETO.

5- [Date of Assent: November 15, 1966]

BE it enacted by the Queen’s Most Excellent
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate and the House of Representatives of Ceylon
in this present Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows :—

1. This Act may be cited as the Ceylon Broad- Short title and
casting Corporation Act, No. 37 of 1966, and Sxeofg
shall come into- operation on such date as the ;
Minister may appoint by Order published in the
gazez‘t)e (in this Act referred to as the * appointed

ate ), |

PArRT I
The Ceylon Breadcasting Corporation

2. (1) There shall be established a Corporation, - Establishment
which shall be called the Ceylon Broadcasting gfiheCevion
Corporation (hereinafter referred to as * the Cor- Corporation.

. poration ”’) and which shall consist of the persons

* who are for the time being members of the.

Corporation under section 6.

(2) The Corporation shall by the name assigned
o it by sub-section (1) be a body corporate, and
al D¢ capable of holding property, both movable

imoyvabled and may sue and be sued in such

.. 3. (1) The "f%ﬁctions of the Corporation shall gugctions -
be—_ i | . of the )
Corporation.

l
(@) to carry on atbroadcasting service within
| Ceylon and frfom time to time develop,
extend, and improve that service in the
public interest ; | i iad

\ | 2 RR 17919—3,792 (10/66)
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(b) to exercise supervision and control over
programmes broadcast by the Corpora-
tion ;

(c) to advise the Minister in respect of matters
relating to broadcasting ; and -

(d) to exercise and perform such powers and
duties in relation to broadcasting as are
conferred or imposed on it by or under
this Act. |

(2) For the exercise of its functions under |
paragraph (b) of sub-section (1), it shall be the ’,
daty of the Corporation to satisfy itself that, as
far as practicable, the programmes broadcast by
the Corporation comply with the following
requirements :—

[
(@) that nothing is included in any such pro- |
' gramme which offends against good taste |
or decency or is likely to incite to crime |
or to lead to disorder or to offend any |
racial or religious susceptibilities or to be |
offensive to public feelings ; i 4
(b) that the programmes maintain a proper
balance in their subject-matter and a high

general standard of quality ; and 5

- (¢) that any news given in the programmes (in

E whatever form) is presented with due |

' ; accuracy and impartiality and with due |
- regard to the public interest.

. Powers of 4. The Corporation shall have such powers,

e oottion. - - rights, and authorities as may reasonably be

necessary or expedient to carry out its functions,

and in particular it may— :

 (a) establish, instal, and operate broadcasting
stations ;

(b) acquire by purchase, lease, sublease, or (_)the = 1o A
wise any land or interest in land, with -
without any building ; oo

(c¢) erect, alter, or reconstruct
station, or any buildi
use in connection with#any broadcasting’ I
station, or in connection with the exercise
of its powers, on any land belonging to or
administered by thie"Corporation ;

(d) with the prior .approval of the Minister,

disposes of by sale, lease, sublease, or

1A Ay land ar interest 1n land }

L —

e — ——
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(¢) acquire by purchase or otherwise, any
property, rights, or privileges that it
considers necessary for the purposes of
this Act ;

(f) dispose of by sale or otherwise, or turn to
account or otherwise deal with, any
movable property, rights, or privileges of
the Corporation ;

(g) with the prior approval of the Minister 1

given with the concurrence of the Minister

of Finance, and subject to such terms

and conditions as may be approved, '
advance money to any person’or body of

persons, whether incorporated or not,

carrying on or intending to carry on the

business of producing programmes for :
broadcasting, whether in conjunction with
any other business or not, or give in
respect of any advances made to any
such person or body as aforesaid by any |
other person any guarantee, indemnity, or |-

i

3 security ;

4 (h) with the prior approval of the Minister
| given with the concurrence of the Minister
| @ of Finance, subscribe for, acquire, and

hold, and dispose of or otherwise deal
with, shares or stock in any company,
whether incorporated within or outside .
Ceylon, carrying on or intending to carry
on the business of providing programmes
for broadcasting, whether in conjunction
with any other business or not ; y

(i) use the facilities and equipment of the:
broadcasting service in such manner as:;
may be thought fit for the purpose of}
promoting and assisting in the develop-

ment and carrying on of those arts and

' % cultural pursuits which are usually includeds

! in the purpose of broadcasting ;

! (j) take on _lﬁﬁse,. rent, or purchase houses, or

v

. purchase sites and erect houses, for the -
AP use of its officers ;
. (k) publish or arrange for the publication of
& such periodicals or other publications
as it may consider of benefit to any R R
broadcasting service carried on by the R

Corporation ;
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Term of office
of the members
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Corporation.

Power of the
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remove from
office a member
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Corporation.

Resignation of
members.
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| unless he earlier vacates office by death, TeSlgné b
-or removal, hold office for a penod of four years l

(/) do all such things as the Corporation considers .
to be in the interests of the community

for the purpose of developing and
improving broadcasting talent ; and - .
(m) act in combination or association with-
any person or body of persons, whether
incorporated or not and whether in Ceylon

or elsewhere, for any of the aforesaid
purposes. ' :

# 5. In the exercise of its functions and powers .
under this Act, the Corporation shall comply with
the general pohcy of the Government with respect
to broadcasting and shall comply with any general .
or special directions given by the Minister pursuant
to the policy of the Government in relation l

thereto.

6. (1) The Corporation shall . consist of ﬁve
members appointed by the Minister, one of. who;_;:x

“shall be designated the Chairman of the Corporatlon

(2) A person shall be disqualified “for be_m l
appointed, or for continuing, as a- member of the
Corporatlon—* iy

of Parhament or

(b) if he is or becomes: the owner, a’ partner a'
director, a major- shareholder or
employee of or in any business: which h:
business transactlon w:(th the Corpor tio

7. Every member of the Corporatxon

8. (1) The Minister may, if “he con31der it
expedient so to do, remove, by Order publi
in the Gazette, any member of the Corporj
without reason stated. - %{)

(2) A member of the Corporat ion.in. respect )
whom an Order under sub-section (1) is made by
the Minister shall vacate his office on the date ke
the publication of such Order in the Gazette.

9. A member of the Corpomtlon may at anyl
time resign his office" by letter addressed to the

Minister. ‘
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10. (1) If a member of the Corporation dies or
resigns or is removed from office, the Minister may
appoint any other person to be a member in place
of the member who dies or resigns or is removed
from office.

(2) A member appointed under sub-section (1)
shall, unless he earlier resigns or vacates office
by death or removal, hold office for the unexpired
part of the term of office of the member whom he
succeeds. ‘

11. Any member of the Corporation who
vacates office, other than a member who is removed
from office under section 8, shall be eligible for
reappointment. -

12. No act or proceeding of the Corporation
shall be deemed to be invalid by reason only of
the existence of any vacancy amongst its members
or defect in the appointment of any member
thereof. - & o

13. (1) The' seal of the Corporation shall be
in the custody of the Corporation. -

(2) The seal of the Corporation may be.altered
in such manner as may be determined by the
‘Corporation. " - |

(3) The application of the seal of the Corporation

shall be authenticated by the signature of the

‘Chairman of the Corporation or sonie other member |

Casual
vacancies
among
members.

Eligibility of
members for
reappointment.

Acts or
proceedings of
the Corporation
deemed not to
be invalid by
reason of any
vacancy, or
defect in the
appointment, of
a member.

Application of
the seal of the
Corporation.

of the Corporation authorized by the Corporation

to authenticate the application of the seal and
of the officer of the Corporation” who is designated
the Director-General of the Corporation or some
other officer of the Corporation authorized by

gname by the Corporation to act in his stead in
“that behalf. _ |

i 5 Then’igembers of the Corporation shall be Remuncration.

remunerated in such manner and at such rates, and-

~ shall be subject to such conditions of service, as

may be determined by rules made under this Act.

15. Rules may be made under this Act in|}Mectings of the A

respect of the meetings of the Corporation, and the
quorum for, and the procedure to be followed, at
such meetings.

Corporation. /"

J

|
[
| _.' i =
- '{ 1 ‘
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Tempc;mry 16. Where a member of the Corporation i - ‘“"I
Shpeiieay ot reason of illness, infirmity or absence from Cey" " ¥ f
Corporation. temporarily unable to perform the duties of. - il
office, the Minister may appoint another persq 7}
act in his place.
Delegation of 17. (1) The Corporation may delegate in wr; r,l
e b to the Director-General such of its powers as
orporation.
] Corporation thinks fit : | Sl
Provided that no such delegation shall pre ¢
the exercise by the Corporation of any powe

delegated.

(2) Any delegation made under sub-section
may be subject to such conditions and restrict

as the Corporation thinks fit, %nd may be n 0§
. either generally or in relation 'to any partig 't
matter.
. Transfer of 18. (1) With effect from the appomted da{ |
f‘?;opgrty s property, movable or immovable, which i -3
'i_Corporauon diately prior to the appointed date are held by_.;oE- o

behalf of the Government by the Depart 1:{‘
Broadcasting shall be transferred 10, vested §
held by the Corporation.

~(2) All debts, lLiabilities, obligations and
tracts of "the Department of Broadcasting,
standing or subsisting at the appointed &

Corporation.

Provided that the Corporatlon may
concurrence of the Minister, dppoint th
o - of the Corporation to perform' in addition
o duties, the duties of the Director-General..

 shall, with effect from the appointed date, Oy

deemed to be the debts, liabilities,- obhgatl L”I

and contracts of the Corporatlon e g 80

' | Staﬂ' of the Corporahon :
Appointment of 19. (1) The Corporatxon may, in consul '
Ny with the Minister, appoint to the staff
other officers Corporation a D1rector-Genera1 Who sh-'
et chief executive officer : -

Y (2) The Director- General shall, subject to] ‘a S

provisions of sub-section (3), hold office fog by
; period of five years, and may at the terminatiojq '
il \ that period be reappointed for a further periofe = |~ ¢
{ ]i e C orporation may, with the concurrence 01s i

'Minister, determine. ! |

—



e s

Ceylon Broadcasting Corporation Act, No. 37 of 1966
(3) The Director-General—

L;" (a) shall retire from office on reaching the age of
e IO

sixty years ; and

(b) may at any time, with the prior approval of
» the Minister, be removed from office.

(4) The Corporation may appoint to the staff
of the Corporation such other officers and servants .
as the Corporation may deem necessary.

20. (1) Subject to the other prov151ons of this Powers of the
Act, the Corporation may— Corposation,

" the staff of the
(@) ‘dismiss and exercise disciplinary control OVEI  Corporation.

the staff of the Corporation ;

»'(b) fix the wages or salary or other rernuneratlon
= of such staff ;

é(c) determine the terms and cond1t1ons of the
_ service of such staff ; and.

(d) may establish and regulate prowdent funds
or schemes for the benefit of such staff,
r and may make contnbuqons to any such
. - fund or scheme. -
. (2) Rules may.be made under this Act in respect ¢
of all or any of the matters referred to m sub- ;
section (1). \ . SRl i'

: "I

(D) W1thm six months after the appomted
date any officer or servant of the Department of | \m‘ia-f '
Broadcasting who does not belong to a transferable - Broadcastin
service of the Government may be employed by
the Corporation on such terms and conditions -
as shall be agreed upon by that officer or servant )
and the Corporation ; and in any such case-..
paragraphs (a), (b) and (¢) of sub-section (3) of
section 9 of the Motor Transport Act, No. 48 of *
1957, shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to any such
ofﬁcer or servant. ;5

(2)"Where an OfﬁCGI‘ or servant of the Department
of Broadcastmg, not belonging to a transferable
service of .the Government, is not employed by
the Corporation, he shall be retired ; and i
on the date of his retirement his sub%tanuve
post in that Department was a post declared to
be pensionable under the Minutes on Pensions, ,
he shall be eligible for such an award under it/

S
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|
I : i| (3) The Director-General— | .
£ (a) shall retire from office on reaching the age of *
k-"w- sixty years ; and -
¥ (b) may at any time, with the prior approval of
E . the Minister, be removed from office.

(4) The Corporation may appoint to the staff
of the Corporation such other officers and servants ,
as the Corporation may deem necessary. - -

20. (1) Subject to the other provisions of this Powers of the

Act, the Corporation may— | o | ?m‘?rrgga‘fg%

(@) ‘dismiss and exercise disciplinary control over ‘é‘&f}ﬁfﬁfﬁ’ i
the staff of the Corporation ; ‘ 5 8T S TY

’ ~(b) fix the wages or salary or other remuneration * |

‘ =~ ofsuchstalf s ~ - .. S Cwee LU |

<{('c) determine the terms and conditions of the. . .

"¢~ _ service of such staff jand. - .

. . .

(d) may establish and regulate provident funds .

or schemes for tHe benefit of such staff,
L | o and may make contributions to any such
g & : fund ‘or scheme. " - .. W} TRy

(2) Rules -i:nay.be made under this Act in resp
of all or any of the matters referred to in su

=
b
.

21. (1) Within six months after the appoin
‘date any officer or servant of the Departme
Broadcasting who does not belong to a transferable
service of the Government may be employed
the Corporation on ' such terms: and condit
as shall be agreed upon by that officer or ser
and the Corporation ; ‘and in ‘any such .cast
paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of sub-section (3) ©
section 9 of the Motor Transport Act, No. 48 of
__ 1957, shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to any such =
iw,  officer or servant. - v o e T T R

[P ) — — T E—

o

N

©_(2)"Where an officer or servant of the Department |

4 | of ' Broadcasting, not belonging to a transferable =
e ) o« service of «the Government, is not employed by -
- . ~ the Corporation, he shall be retired ; and if
i on the date of his retirement his substantive
b @, post in that Department was a post declared to
s | be pensionable under the Minutes on Pensior
K o he shall be eligible for such an award und
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(e) all other sums of money as are required by
S this Act or any regulation made thereunder
[ ~ to be paid to such Fund by the Corpora-
| tion.

(3) There shall be paid out of the Fund of the

Corporation all sums of money required to defray

any expenditure incurred by the Corporation in the

exercise, discharge and performance of its functions,

powers and duties under this Act or any other

written law and all such sums of money as are

| required to be paid out of such Fund by or under
3 this Act. S

24. (1) The Corporation may, from time tO Borrowing

. time, with the consent of the Minister and on and PO¥er
subject to such terms and conditions as. he thinks
fit, borrow temporarily, by way of overdraft or
otherwise, such sums as thé Corporation may |
require for meeting the obligations of the Cor-

poration :
— Provided that the aggregate of the amounts
e outstanding in respect of any temporary loans
s b raised by the Corporation under this sub-section
ke i shall not exceed such sum as may be determined
N by the Minister in consultation with the Minister
-of Finance. - | -

(2) The Corporation may, with the consent of
the Minister given with the concurrence of the
Minister of Finance, borrow money otherwisc than
by way of a temporary loan under sub-section (1)
for all or any of the following purposes :—

(@) the provision of money for meeting any
expenses incurred in connection with any .
work involving the installation, establish-
ment, operation and maintenance- of any
apparatus required for broadcasting and
of broadcasting stations ;

. (b) the acquisition of any land or interest in land
for the above-mentioned purposes ;

T By T T S AT i ef

§oos3h

_(¢) the redemption of any stock issued or any
i loan ralgcd by the Corporation ;

_ (d) the repayi%?ent of any money temporarily
b borrowed under sub-section (1).

(3) The Corporation may, with the consent of
- - the Minister given with the concurrence of the
Minister of Finance, borrow:money for any of the

———— —
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Investments of
the funds of the
Corporation.

Accounts of the
Corporation
and financial
year.

Audit of the
accounts of the
Corporation.

purposes mentioned in sub-section (2) by thf
1ssue of stock under sub-section (4) or in any othg
manner whatsoever.

(4) The Corporation may create and issue an
stock required for the purposes of exercising thj
powers of the Corporation under sub-section’ (3
and the stock 50 created and issued is in this Ad
referred to as ‘“ Broadcasting Corporation Stock’

25. Any funds of the Corporation thch are na
immediately required for the exercise of th
functions of the Corporation under this Act may b
invested by the Corporation in such manner, or i
such securities, as may be authorized by the Mlmst
with the concurrence of the Minister of Financg
The Corporation may make investments i
connection with such activities as are dlrectl
connected with broadcasting, subject to th
approval of the Minister given with the concun‘en_
of the Minister of Finance. 4

26. (1) The Corporation shall cause its accoun
to be kept in such form and manner as. may

determined by the Corporation. ¥ ﬁ

(2) Rules may be made under this Act’ in i'espec
of the matters referred to in sub-section (1). E

(3) The financial year of the Corporatlon sha]l
the period of twelve months commencmg on t
first day of October |

A (1

27. (1) The Corporation shall have its accoun'
for each financial year audited by the Audlto

General.

(2) For the purpose of assisting hlm in th!
audit of such accounts, the Auditor-General ma§
employ the services of any qualified au tor @
auditors who shall act under his dlrd,gﬁ‘ arg

control. . | ”M R s
Wi 4y o

(3) For the purpose of meetmc the expense
incurred by him in auditing the accounts of th
Corporation, the Auditor-General shall be paid fror
the Fund of the Corporation such remuneratio
as the Minister may deter mine with the concurrenc
of the Minister. of Finance.
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(4) For the purposes of this section, the
expression “ qualified auditor ” means—

(a) an individual who, being a member of the

Institute of Chartered Accountants of

Ceylon, possesses a certificate to practise

as an Accountant issued by the Council

of that Institute ; or

firm of Chartered Accountants each of

the partners of which, being a member of

that Institute, possesses a certificate to

*’% practise as an Accountant issued by the
' Council of that Institute.

©®) a

28.%(1) The Auditor-General shall examine the

accotints of the Corporation and furnish a report—

(@), stating whether he has or has not obtained
“1 all the
¥ required by him ;

+(b) stating whether the accounts referred to in
gl the report are properly drawn up so as to
| exhibit a true and fair view of the affairs
of the Corporation ; and

ff;(c) drawing attention to any item 1n the accounts

3
>
3

which in his opinion may be of interest .

to the Senate and the House of Repre-
sentatives in any examination of the
activities and accounts of the Corporation.

(2) The Auditor-General shall transmit his report
to the Corporation. -

29. The Corporation shall, on réceipt of the
Auditor-General’s report on the accounts for each
nancial year, transmit such report together with
the profit and loss account and the balance sheet

4to which the report relates, and a statement by the

# Corporation of its activities during that financial
- "Dyear to the Minister who shall cause copies thereof
ato be laid before the Senate and the House of

#” Representatives before the end of the year next

ge" . following the year to which such report and accounts

relate.

30. (1) The Corporation shall, for ..each
financial year, prepare in such form as may be
approved by the Minister an estimate of the income
and expenditure for that year.

(2) The estimate referred to in sub-section (1)
shall be in duplicate and shall be transmitted to
the Minister on or before the first day of March

The Auditor-
General’s
report.

information and. explanations -

Annual account
with the
auditor’s repor
and a report of
the annual
activities of the
Corporation

to be transmitte
to the Minister.

Estimate of
income and
expenditure of
the Corporatios
for each
financial year
to be
transmitted to
the Minister.
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Programme of
work to be
undertaken
by the
Corporation
during a
financial year
to be
transmitted to
the Minister
for his
approval.

Exemption from

income tax and
customs duty..

Coriaoration

= may insure

employees.

Protection for
action taken
under this

Act, &c., or

on the direction
of the
Corporation.

in the ﬁnanmal year precedmg the one to Wthh it ;
relates. e

31. The Corporation shall before the ﬁrst day .
of November in each financial year transmit to the
Minister for his approval a programme of the
involving capital expenditure -which is.
undertaken by the Corporation dunng tha.
year, and the Corporation shall have' g
any directions given by the Mlmster in
that programme. |

%32. (1) The income of the Corp
be exempt from income tax. :

(2 Notmthstandmg anythmg
written law, the Prmc:lpal Collect
may, with the sanction -of the
Treasury, waive the customs ~duty go
imported by the Corporatlon for any 0 1t

st loss from per
acc1dent ansmg out of and in " the cour
exercise by them of any ‘power or duty c
or imposed’ upon-the" ‘Corporation” R
and may pay the premiums
any such contracts., Th tegos
to be 50 msured T

done by the Corp: raﬁon
or any regulatlon

(b) against any member,. ‘officer; servant o
of the Corporatlon for any act, whi
good faith is done or purports.to b
by him under this Act organy :re
made thereunder, or: on,
the Corporation. .

(2) Any expense incurred by the Corpora_ On: .
in any suit or prosecution brought b} .or agamst vl
the Corporation before any court shall be paid out
of the Fund of the Corporation and any costs paid




may t;e made as follows =

. representatives.
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to, or recovered by, the Corporation in any such
suit or prosecution shall be credited to the Fund
of the Corporation.

(3) Any expense incurred by any such person
as is referred to in paragraph (b) of sub-section (1)
in any suit or prosecution brought against him
before any court in respect of any act which is
done.or purports to be done by him under this Act
or aifly regulation made thereunder, or on -the
direction of the Corporation shall, if the court
holds sthat the act was done in good faith, be paid

e Fund of the Corporation.

& writ against person. or. property shall
ainst a member of the Corporatlon in any
pought against the Corporatlon. ..

A members, officers and servants of thej] Memt
Corpothtion shall be deemed to be: public servantsif Srplos
within the meaning of and for the purpose Of If deemec
the ‘Penal Code. - .

(D) Contracts on behalf of the C"'

~persons would be by law-,'. quired
in writing, may be made
 Corporation in writi und
seal of the Corporatlon b

(b) a contract which" if ‘made: between' pnvate

~ persons is by law: required torbe in writing,

~signed by the parties to. be charged
therewith, may “be. made ‘onbehalf of
the Corporauon in writing signed by any
person or tpersons duly authorlzed thereto
as hereinafter prowded rand; .

a contract which if made between prwate
persons would by law be valid although
made by parole only and not reduced into
writing, may be made by parole on behalf.
of the Corporation by any person or
persons duly authorized thereto as here-
mafter provided.

(2) A contract made according to th1s sectlon
shall be effectual in law and shall bind the Cor-
poration and all parties thereto and therr legal
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Returns and
information.

' The Corporation
deemed to be a
scheduled
institution ~
within the
meaning of the
Bribery Act.

_ Power to cnter
anylandor -
‘| premises.

g or investigation preliminary or incidental to thg

: _' Offences.

St

(3) A contract made according to this sectio
may be waived or discharged in the same manng
in which it is authorized by this section to be madg g

38. The Corporation or any person authorizeg.
in that behalf by the Corporation may by noti
in writing require any person to furnish to
Corporation or the person so authorized, withi
such period as shall be specified in the notice, a
such returns or information relating to all' suc
matters as may be necessary for the Corporatio
under this Act and as are within the knowledge

that person. -

39. The Corporation shall be deem%%;co be
scheduled institution within the meaning. of t
Bribery Act, and the provisions of thatsAct sh

+be construed accordingly.

| ; : -

i 40. Any officer or servant of the Corporation

Lwh'o' is- generally or specially authorized in: thag

behalf by the Corporation may, at all reasonablg Il
times, enter upon any land or premises and -therd
do such acts as may be reasonably necessary fol
the purpose of carrying out any ‘work of  thg

 “Corporation, or of making any survey, examinatiorn

‘exercise of any power, or the discharge of -any
function, of the Corporation. -

41. (1) Every person who— - -
(a) knowingly makes any false or incog
| statement in any return or other docutfient
« made or furnished under or for the “pur:
poses of this Act or of any regulg o) |

made thereunder ; or L
(b) fails or refuses to furnish any informationy
or return required by this Act, or¥any}*
regulation made thereunder, to- beyfur
nished by him ; or . ¢
(¢) resists or obstructs any person in the exercise;

ey
=
b

B

discharge or performance of aily poweryg,.

function or duty conferred or imposed!
upon that person by or under this Actt:
or any regulation made thereunder ; or |
(d) contravenes or fails to comply with anyf
provision of this Act or regulation made
under this Act,

shall be guilty of an offence under this Act.
]

——— o
—
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